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carrying a positive banner of hope and lead-
ership, it will need to be like Jack Kemp’s. 
Perhaps with the loss of Jack Kemp, the 
time has come for the party and Conserv-
atives in general to reexamine their prior-
ities and reach out to all Americans. 

Indeed it is a time for all Americans to re-
kindle their faith in an America of strong 
commitment to a free market system which 
strives to reach all Americans, not with a 
hand out but with a hand up. Kemp reminded 
us ‘‘There are no limits to our future if we 
don’t put limits on our people.’’ 

At the same time, Jack never lost his com-
mitment to the idea that a growing economy 
is the only answer to enriching more Ameri-
cans instead of fewer. He saw redistribution 
of wealth as a policy for failure. His vision 
for government was simple: ‘‘Every time in 
this century we’ve lowered the tax rates 
across the board, on employment, on saving, 
investment and risk-taking in this economy, 
revenues went up, not down.’’ It was inter-
esting that another dynamic leader in the 
Democratic Party held that same view, John 
F. Kennedy, another inspirational leader. 

Finally, as the Republican Party thinks 
about is future and the Democrats, now in 
power, contemplate how they responsibly use 
their power, we should remember Jack 
Kemp’s words ‘‘Democracy without morality 
is impossible.’’ I, as so many others Ameri-
cans of all colors and all parties, will miss 
Jack Kemp. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NAVY LEAGUE 
BREMERTON-OLYMPIC PENIN-
SULA COUNCIL ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE DEDICATION OF 
THE LONE SAILOR STATUE ME-
MORIAL 

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, I come to the 
floor of the House today to express my sup-
port and appreciation for the Navy League of 
the United States and congratulate the mem-
bers of the Navy League Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council upon the dedication of the 
Lone Sailor Statue Memorial at Bremerton, 
Washington. 

The Lone Sailor Statue is symbolic of the 
many sacrifices made by our mariners, their 
families and the communities that support 
them. On May 23, 2009, the Navy League 
Bremerton—Olympic Peninsula Council will 
dedicate a Lone Sailor Statue Memorial at 
Bremerton Harborside in Bremerton, Wash-
ington. This statue honors and embodies the 
longstanding bond the city and region share 
with our Navy and maritime past. 

Since its founding, the United States has re-
lied upon access to and unhindered use of the 
world’s oceans in order to enhance its security 
and maintain its interests. The sea services of 
the United States; the Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard and U.S. Merchant Marine, were 
essential to our young Nation’s security, 
growth and prosperity then, and they remain 
so today. 

The Navy League of the United States was 
formed in 1902 to ensure continued support 
for the men and women of the sea services in 
their duties. It continues this vital mission 
today through the education of our citizenry 
and the Nation’s political leaders on the impor-
tant role of the sea services and the sacrifices 

made by our Sailors, Marines, Coast Guards-
men and Merchant Mariners around the world. 

The dedication of the Lone Sailor Statue 
Memorial in Bremerton is a testament to the 
sustained effort of the entire Navy League 
Bremerton—Olympic Peninsula Council and 
many, many community contributors and vol-
unteers. I want to extend my thanks and ap-
preciation to all who contributed their time and 
effort to make this event possible. 
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JUAN AND LUIS YEPEZ, RECIPI-
ENTS OF SBA’S PHOENIX AWARD 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Ms. TSONGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Juan and Luis Yepez, small 
business owners in Lawrence, MA, for receiv-
ing the Small Business Administration’s 2009 
Phoenix Award for Small Business Disaster 
Recovery. The SBA gives the Phoenix Award 
to individuals who display selflessness, inge-
nuity and tenacity in the aftermath of a dis-
aster, while contributing to the rebuilding of 
their communities. 

The entrepreneurial Yepez brothers are 
owners of Mainstream Global, a small com-
puter product distribution company. The Yepez 
brothers chose to locate their business in the 
old industrial City of Lawrence and to become 
part of the surrounding community. Unfortu-
nately, in May 2006 the company’s facilities 
along the banks of the Merrimack River flood-
ed, destroying hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars of equipment and forcing a three-month 
shutdown of the business. 

Despite this setback, Juan and Luis kept 
their twelve employees on payroll throughout 
the recovery process, and now, in the midst of 
a deep recession, they have expanded Main-
stream Global to a staff of thirty-two. The 
Yepez brothers continue to be committed part-
ners in the rebirth of Lawrence by investing in 
the renovation of other old, abandoned mill 
buildings in the downtown, converting these 
buildings into office space, educational facili-
ties, and affordable housing. 

I congratulate the Yepez brothers for their 
outstanding contribution to the City of Law-
rence and its residents, and their dedication to 
the revitalization of our community. 

f 

PRAISING THE HOLLYWOOD, FLOR-
IDA CITY COMMISSION FOR ITS 
SUPPORT IN THE REALIZATION 
OF THE DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. MULTICULTURAL ART 
PROJECT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor the City of Hollywood, Florida 
City Commission, and in particular, City Man-
ager Cameron D. Benson and Grants Man-
ager Renée Jéan, for their instrumental sup-
port in the realization of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Multicultural Art Project. On May 21, 
2009, the City of Hollywood, Florida City Com-

mission will dedicate a bronze bust of Dr. King 
in ArtsPark at Young Circle in Historic Down-
town Hollywood, FL, in honor of Dr. King’s life 
and legacy. 

This project would not have been possible 
without the hard work and dedication of City 
Manager Benson and Grants Manager Jéan, 
who, faced with a challenging fiscal year and 
budget cuts, were committed to the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Multicultural Art Project from 
its inception to its completion. In 2008, Benson 
proposed the project in response to a commu-
nity recommendation to the City Commission 
to create an initiative to honor Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Determined to find a way to fi-
nance the project without using General Fund 
monies, Jéan successfully secured a $50,000 
grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation for 
the construction and implementation of the 
project. After issuing a national ‘‘Call to Art-
ists’’ and evaluating proposals, the City Artist 
Selection Committee selected Steven Whyte 
of Steven Whyte Studios in California to cre-
ate the original art piece. 

Whyte’s hand-sculpted bronze bust of Dr. 
King weighs approximately 200 pounds and 
sits upon a large base that will be inscribed 
with the immortal words of Dr. King’s famous 
‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. This lasting tribute 
to Dr. King’s dream and courage will become 
a permanent fixture in regionally acclaimed 
ArtsPark at Young Circle, a public venue for 
arts, education, recreation and entertainment, 
and in the Hollywood community. 

Madam Speaker, the realization and com-
pletion of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Multi-
cultural Art Project is a celebration of diversity 
in the City of Hollywood and a reminder to all 
visitors to continue working to realize Dr. 
King’s dream of equality for all. Once again, I 
would like to recognize and thank Mr. Benson, 
Ms. Jéan, and the City of Hollywood, Florida 
City Commission for their support of this 
project and for their commitment to the com-
munity. 
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BARBARA MCCLAIN OWNER AND 
PRESIDENT, MCCLAIN CON-
TRACTING COMPANY, INC. ANDA-
LUSIA, AL 

HON. BOBBY BRIGHT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. BRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor America’s entrepreneurs, those dis-
tinguished individuals who support our com-
munities, drive innovation, and keep our nation 
strong. Small businesses bring fresh ideas to 
the table, develop the resources to meet the 
demands of an ever-changing world, and 
make a meaningful impact on our neighbor-
hoods. Entrepreneurs are responsible for pro-
viding 60 to 80 percent of all new jobs, giving 
them the potential to propel rapid economic 
growth and expand ever-developing fields. 
Some of the country’s largest companies 
began as start-ups in small offices, homes and 
garages exploring these new fields. Limited 
only by their imagination, these firms per-
formed cutting-edge work in emerging indus-
tries that have become the very foundation of 
our society. 

As our nation and the world face the most 
difficult economic conditions in decades, entre-
preneurs have the potential to lead us back to 
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prosperity. The resiliency and adaptability 
shown by small businesses in past recessions 
demonstrate their capability to meet the chal-
lenges standing in their way and emerge 
stronger than ever. America’s small busi-
nesses will drive the economic recovery from 
this downturn and our economy will emerge 
stronger than ever. Times may be tough, but 
America’s entrepreneurial spirit is tougher. 

To recognize the monumental achievements 
of our nation’s small firms, the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) has declared May 17–23 
as the 46th Annual National Small Business 
Week. The House Small Business Committee 
is celebrating all our country’s hard-working 
entrepreneurs by saluting the Heroes of Small 
Business, those men and women who have 
shown the strength, leadership, and resource-
fulness that keeps our economy moving for-
ward. 

I ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
recognizing and thanking Ms. Barbara McClain 
for her tremendous accomplishments on be-
half of small businesses. Ms. McClain is 
owner and president of McClain Contracting 
Company, Inc., a firm that has provided a 
range of services to military bases and other 
federal installations. Ms. McClain began her 
career as a bookkeeper and payroll clerk in 
1968, and worked for several firms before in-
corporating her own business in 1990 selling 
ATVs and watercraft. After limited success in 
this venture, McClain transformed the busi-
ness and became a licensed construction 
company, receiving a SBA certification as a 
HubZone and 8(a) firm in September 2005. 

With the program’s assistance, McClain 
Contracting prospered by expanding its work 
to the federal level. The company has been 
awarded over $13 million in contracts by 
Kessler Air Force Base and performed work 
for other military and veteran-service facilities 
in Mississippi. Having gained a reputation for 
quality work, McClain Contracting is currently 
seeking to expand its services throughout the 
Southeast region. 

Madam Speaker, Ms. McClain has exempli-
fied the remarkable accomplishments of which 
America’s entrepreneurs are capable. This 
week, she will testify before the House Small 
Business Committee to share her story. I ask 
that you and the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join with me in honoring her for 
the extraordinary work she has done for the 
small business economy. Her efforts dem-
onstrate that if given the right resources, 
America’s small businesses can be the cata-
lysts that lift our economy from the current 
downturn and put us on the road to recovery. 

f 

PRESIDENT MA OF TAIWAN 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to offer my congratulations on the one 
year anniversary of President Ma of Taiwan. 
President Ma has accomplished much during 
his tenure to reduce the tensions in the Tai-
wan Strait. 

I want to shed light on the third Chiang- 
Chen talks that occurred last month to high-
light my point. 

The third Chiang-Chen Talks, which took 
place in Nanjing, brought together top officials 
from both sides of the Taiwan straits to dis-
cuss issues that are of mutual benefit to Tai-
wan and China. Three important agreements 
were signed at these talks. 

The ‘‘Agreement on Joint Cross-Strait 
Crime-fighting and Mutual Judicial Assistance’’ 
will improve cooperation between the two 
sides with respects to criminal investigations 
by sharing information and lending other law 
enforcement assistance as needed. 

Secondly, the ‘‘Cross Strait Financial Co-
operation Agreement’’ will help improve mone-
tary exchanges and may lead to Taiwan open-
ing financial institutions on the mainland. 

Lastly, a ‘‘Supplementary Agreement on 
Cross-Strait Air Transport’’ was signed to in-
crease the number of daily flights, both pas-
senger and cargo, between Taiwan and China 
plus increase the number of airports by which 
these flights will depart. 

In addition to these three agreements, 
China has agreed to encourage investments 
from the mainland into Taiwan ventures. 

All of these important agreements would not 
have been possible without President Ma’s 
leadership and courage. Again, congratula-
tions to President Ma and both countries on 
each side of the Taiwan Strait. 

f 

HONORING ANDREA MACKENZIE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I, along with my colleague Congress-
woman LYNN WOOLSEY, rise today to honor a 
dedicated and beloved advocate for pre-
serving agriculture and the environment in 
Sonoma County, California. Andrea Mackenzie 
is leaving the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District, and we 
celebrate her 12 productive years, especially 
the last eight years as General Manager. 

Andrea was born in upstate New York and 
grew up in Los Angeles. She earned a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Environmental Studies from 
the University of California at Santa Barbara 
and a Master’s Degree in Urban Planning and 
Natural Resources from the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles. 

With her love of both the coast and the rug-
ged mountains of the High Sierra, it is no sur-
prise that Andrea worked for over 25 years in 
land use and conservation-related positions, 
including the East Bay and San Francisco 
where she began to develop a focus on col-
laborative public/private projects and regional 
approaches. She also loves walkable commu-
nities, old barns, hiking and kayaking, country 
rock, and nature writers. 

Andrea first served the Sonoma County Ag-
ricultural Preservation and Open Space Dis-
trict as project manager for the strategic con-
servation plan update, creating documents 
that have become models for other public land 
conservation agencies. In 2000, she was ap-
pointed General Manager by the Board of Su-
pervisors. 

The mission of the District is to ‘‘perma-
nently protect the diverse agricultural, natural 
resource and scenic open space lands of 
Sonoma County for future generations.’’ Fund-

ed by a quarter-cent sales tax, it is the only 
such district in the state of California and is 
overwhelmingly supported by Sonoma Coun-
ty’s residents. 

Andrea helped direct the 2006 campaign to 
renew the sales tax, which passed overwhelm-
ingly. Voters value the organization’s mission 
and its programs including: matching grants to 
partner with local cities and agencies for land 
acquisition, preservation and enhancement; 
stewardship in managing these lands and var-
ious easements to protect them, as well as to 
allow for public access; land leases to local 
growers; and public and educational outings, 
including a focus on underserved populations. 
Andrea has played a key role in developing 
these programs as well as increasing the 
amount of open space from 25,000 acres to 
75,000 acres (including 33,000 acres of farm-
land). 

In 2007, in testament to Andrea’s manage-
ment, the District was selected for the National 
Leadership in Conservation Award from the 
National Association of Counties (NACo) and 
the Trust for Public Land in Washington, D.C. 
She was also one of 36 Fellows selected to 
participate in the National Conservation Lead-
ership Institute program, is a member of the 
Executive Committee and future President of 
the Bay Area Open Space Council and served 
on both the Urban Rural Roundtable (formed 
by San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom to 
create a Bay Area Regional Food System) 
and on the Statewide Watershed Advisory 
Committee. 

Madam Speaker, Andrea Mackenzie’s com-
bination of visionary and practical leadership 
has made the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District a vital 
player in our community. Sonoma County 
could have gone the way of other growing 
counties in California with sprawl from end to 
end. Instead, it remains blessed with green 
open space, productive agriculture, and many 
unique and intact ecosystems. We thank her 
for her great contributions to our children’s 
natural inheritance and wish her luck in her 
new position where she will be continuing her 
good work closer to her family. 

f 

HONORING MARK A. BANCROFT 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the accomplishments of 
Mark A. Bancroft, President of Bancroft Con-
tracting Corporation in South Paris, Maine. 

Mr. Bancroft knows the meaning of dedica-
tion. He started working for his father’s com-
pany, Bancroft Contracting Corporation, at the 
age of fourteen. He spent weekends, holidays, 
and school vacations learning the skills nec-
essary to succeed in his trade. After success-
fully completing the Construction Management 
Technology program at the University of 
Maine, Mr. Bancroft returned to work for his 
father full time. 

In the years following the completion of his 
degree, Mr. Bancroft worked as a project man-
ager, human resources manager, operations 
manager, Vice President of Operations, and 
President for Bancroft Contracting Company. 
In 2004, he became owner and CEO. Today, 
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